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Goltens Dubai 
carries out two major 
projects for CGGVeritas

Regional focus:

Goltens Dubai’s project management and comprehensive 
installation and fabrication capabilities ensured turnkey success 
on CGGVeritas’ Astrolabe seismic vessel newbuild project. 

The project, which included work Goltens Dubai carried out jointly 
with the owner, along with subcontractors, entailed the following: 
•  	Hull and superstructure fabrication according to owner’s
	 supplied drawings (including deck fittings, hatches and doors)
•  	The installation of engines, bow thruster and hydraulic  
	 retractable main propulsion units
•	 The installation of davits and gun arrays
•	 The installation of all ancillary and auxiliary systems equipment,  
	 such as compressors, pumps, pipes, valves and fittings
•	 Insulation and interior carpentry and furnishing work
•	 The installation of electronic and electrical components, from  
	 switchboards to complete navigation package
•	 Sea trials, commissioning and inclining experiments

Orion on the mend 
After the Orion had a breakdown of the main engine in April, 
further analysis found that the engine block was beyond repair 
and needed replacing. Goltens Dubai arranged for a wet docking 
of the vessel at Dubai Maritime City, and mobilised a team of 
welders, cutters, mechanics, riggers and electricians to make 
access for the removal of the engine block from the engine room. 

Assisted by the Pon Power (CAT) superintendant, Goltens diesel 
mechanics  completely stripped the existing engine in the engine 
room. The damaged engine block was then shifted out of the 
vessel and brought up to the Goltens workshop, while the new 
Caterpillar engine block was boxed up in the engine room by the 
Goltens diesel team. 

“We completed the work for these two projects on time and to 
client satisfaction, helping to maintain our close relationship with 
CGGVeritas.” says Goltens Dubai Managing Director Gunnar 
Haug.  

Goltens Dubai at work on the turnkey installation and fabrication 
project for CGGVeritas’ Astrolabe seismic vessel newbuild

(below left), and the end result (directly below). 

Goltens Dubai has completed two large projects of late for CGGVeritas, the world’s leading international pure-play 
geophysical company. These include a 12-week turnkey installation and fabrication job for a seismic newbuild and a 
main engine and steel repair for its Orion seismic vessel. 
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The letter of intent with the chosen construction company calls for a total construction cost,  
including pre-cast, north of USD 15 million. In accordance with the building schedule, Goltens  
Dubai started submission of all of the necessar. No Objection Certificates to the respective 
authorities, along with detail design for civil and mechanical, electrical and plumbing works 
already completed in the late spring.  

Once finished, the new, state-of-the-art facilities – comprising a 13,200-m2 workshop integrating 
all departments and activities, and a 2,400-m2 administrative office – will give Goltens Dubai 
the opportunity to consolidate all of its services and expand its current staff to more than 700 
for the years to come. 

Breaking ground in DMC  
Goltens Dubai has finalised the tender process 
and now chosen the contractor for the building 
of its new repair, workshop and administration  
facilities in Dubai Maritime City (DMC). Construction is set 
to begin in the early autumn of this year.

An artist’s impression of the upcoming Goltens Dubai workshop and office building at Dubai Maritime City. 
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CGGVeritas’ Orion seismic vessel. 
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Regional focus:

As ASRY expands, so follows Goltens Bahrain  
When the Arab Shipbuilding & Repair Yard (ASRY) – one of the leading ship repair and newbuilding 
yards in the region – opened up its twin slipways in May, the stage was set for Goltens Bahrain 
to greatly increase its diesel repair activities. The branch is now taking the proper measures 
to best utilise its new opportunities. 

After a long career in his native country in Chief 
Engineer and Company Superintendant roles 
for companies such as Green Management and  
Norwegian Gas Carriers, the Norwegian Maritime 
Institute graduate moved over to Dubai-based  
International Tanker Management in 2001 and has 
been based in the region ever since. 

Strandene has been with Goltens since 2002, having 
previously served for five years as a Project and  
Repair Manager for Goltens Dubai, with responsibilities 

including the preparation of specifications for new 
projects, including tender documentation and  
expenditure estimates. He moved over to an Offshore 
Projects managerial position in 2007, where he has 
been accountable for projects for Maersk Oil and Fred 
Olsen. 

An accomplished ship engineer with proven flair,  
professional judgement, and extensive experience 
in ship repair contract execution, Strandene is the  
perfect fit for the Goltens Fujairah post. 

The changing of the guard, as incoming Goltens Fujairah General Manager Arndt Strandene 
shakes hands with outgoing General Manager Jagdish Kurup.

Strandene named new General 
Manager of Goltens Fujairah
Armed with over 25 years of ship engineer, superintendant and 
project management experience, fifty-year-old Norwegian Arndt 
Strandene has been named the new General Manager of Goltens 
Fujairah.
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With leading officials from the region’s shipyards, harbours, port 
authorities, and shipping and  trading firms taking part, Goltens 
Qatar made the most of its participation with a good turnout of 
potential customers. 

The branch itself is one of high strategic importance for Goltens. 
“Goltens has made significant inroads in both the marine and 
industrial markets due to its presence in the country,” says 
Sandeep Seth, Managing Director of Goltens’ Middle East & 
India Satellites. 

Goltens Qatar makes 
inroads at Ship & 
Port + Europort event 
Goltens Qatar’s stand was well attended 
during the three-day Ship & Port + Europort 
Qatar 2008 event. The shipbuilding, port and 
marine technology event was hosted by Qatar 
for the second time and held at the New Qatar 
International Exhibition Centre. 

Goltens Qatar Sales Manager Roy D’ Souza (right) greets Qatar Minister 
of State Sheikh Hamad bin Suhaim Al Thani and other dignitaries during 
the Ship & Port + Europort Qatar 2008 event. 

The signing of the joint venture with Red Sea 
Marine Services, part of the Bakri Group, took 
place on June 1. “We believe the Bakri Group to be 
an ideal partner for Goltens in the development of 
marine and industrial sector operations in the Saudi 
Arabian market due to their background, current 
commercial activities, and influence in the country,” 
says Paul Friedberg, President of Goltens Worldwide 
Services.

The Bakri Group’s strong presence in the SA market 
includes the ownership of 65 ships, along with the 
managing of vessels and ports. One of the benefits 
of Goltens linking up with the Bakri Group was taking 
on the majority share of repair work for the group’s 
vessels. “Bakri’s industrial market contacts will 
also complement our contacts and result in further 
regional development and growth,” says Goltens 
Middle East & India Satellites Managing Director 
Sandeep Seth. 

Workshop on tap 
Goltens Red Sea (Saudi) has secured a workshop in 
a prime location near the Jeddah port, opposite the 
largest naval base in the country. Development of the 
1,260-m2 workshop is in full swing, with preliminary 
drawings completed in the late spring, detail survey 
and design finished in July, and construction getting 
underway in August. If all goes to form, the Goltens 
Red Sea (Saudi) workshop will be operation by the 
beginning of October.  

Goltens Worldwide Services President Paul Friedberg 
and Dr. Zohair Abdulkader Al Bakri, the Vice President of 

Marketing for Red Sea Marine Services, shaking hands 
after the two companies signed a joint venture agreement 

on June 1. 

The Middle East and India

Goltens Red Sea branch formed in Saudi Arabia 
Goltens’ joint venture with Red Sea Marine Services has created the new entity Goltens Red Sea (Saudi). On the development front, a new 
workshop is scheduled to open operations in Jeddah in the beginning of October.

With dry berth lengths of 255 metres and capacities of 
5,000 tons each, the slipways are ideal for accommodating  
offshore service boats, large tugs and supply vessels. They’re 
equipped with all required shore facilities and are serviced by 
a 15-ton and an 80-ton crawler crane with ample reach. A 
100-metre pier for alongside repairs adjacent to the slipways 
can also accommodate two double-banking vessels.

Targeting vessels sized from 30–80 metres, the slipways will 
enable ASRY to free about 20% of the capacity of its existing 
larger docks for receiving larger vessels – thus providing a 
significant boost to ASRY’s sales.

 ASRY sales advances also have a direct effect on Goltens 
Bahrain. Given the branch’s responsibility of performing 
all of the diesel repair work at the yard, Goltens Bahrain’s  
diesel, fuel, and governor department activities should increase  
substantially. 

In line with this, Goltens Bahrain is not only carrying out  
ongoing plans for additional workshop space, but also has 
a goal of increasing its staff by up to 50%. Recruitment is 
already underway.

The new twin slipways at the Arab Shipbuilding & Repair Yard (ASRY). 
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Showing off its wares at SMM

Two days after initial contact, Goltens Rotterdam carried out 
pre-inspection onboard in Rotterdam. The ship was then  
anchored and a gas-free certificate issued a further two days 
later so the branch could begin repairs.

Thereafter foundations were adjusted, pipelines were renewed, 
and the 32-metre-long spare gangway that was flown in a few 
days before was installed. A week after work was initiated, the 
vessel was given a load test in presence of the class surveyor 
– while the 32-metre-long accommodation ladder was being 
repaired in Goltens Rotterdam’s workshop. The ladder gained 
two new sections, while two of the pre-existing sections were 
straightened. 

Finally, four weeks after initial work began, the repaired ladder 
was also approved by the class surveyor. 

“This job is a prime illustration of the service Goltens aims 
to provide. We pride ourselves on being a one-stop station 
for our customers,” says Goltens Rotterdam Sales Manager  
Roelof Roomer.   

The main engine on the vessel, a 12-cylinder Deutz, suffered 
severe crankshaft damage due to the failure of one of the main 
bearings. The damage was so severe that repairs required the 
dismantling of the entire engine, component by component – 
including the crankshaft and the engine bedplate. 

These last two components could only be removed from the ves-
sel by cutting an access opening in the ship’s hull. All components 
were transported from Norway to Goltens Rotterdam’s newly 
built facility for complete inspection and repairs where needed. 

After completion of the necessary repairs and the replacement of 
the crankshaft, bedplate and pistons, the rebuilding process could  
begin. The logistical and technical advantages of having 
both Goltens Rotterdam and Goltens Oslo involved at this 
phase contributed to a smooth and controlled process. 
The engine was then made fully operational again, and a  
successful sea trial followed. 

“This project is a fine example of how the synergies between the 
different Goltens Group stations work in practice. Both Goltens 
Oslo and Goltens Rotterdam’s resources were utilised in the 
most optimum manner so that even the most complex parts of 
the job were carried out properly and in-house,” says Goltens 
Oslo Managing Director Finn Moe. 

Another example of Goltens Rotterdam’s one-stop shop 
When a Middle East shipowner’s vessel 
experienced heavy damage to the  
accommodation ladder, railing, pipe 
systems, and other deck areas, the 
shipowner’s local representative called 
Goltens Rotterdam on the case. A  
little over four weeks later, all of the  
necessary repair work was in order and  
approved by class surveyors.   

The Goltens Group of Companies will showcase its complete 
range of services, spares, agency agreements, and network 
synergies at its stand at SMM in Hamburg – the world’s largest 
shipbuilding trade fair – from September 23–26.  

With over 1600 exhibitors from 50 nations  
presenting products and services, SMM is a 
must for the world’s largest maritime com-
panies. Goltens considers SMM to be one of 
the most important industry exhibitions, and 
has displayed at the biannual event numerous 
times previously with good results.

In order to better showcase the Goltens 
Group’s capabilities of meeting and exceeding 
the short- and long-term needs of its worldwide 

customers, the company will exhibit with an 
even larger stand this time around. Goltens 
can be found at SMM at stand number 120 
in exhibition hall A4. 

Additionally, Goltens Worldwide Services 
President Paul Friedberg will be giving a 
press conference on the opening day of the 
event (Tuesday, September 23) from 1–2 PM 
at Conference A, Hall 2. 

The vessel’s damaged accommodation ladder –
before Goltens Rotterdam went to work...

A 3D illustration of the stand Goltens will utilise at SMM 2008.

When a renowned European shipowner needed a major main engine overhaul 
on one of its vessels, Goltens Rotterdam and Goltens Oslo joined forces to 
successfully carry out the complex work.   
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Goltens Group synergies 
lead to shipowner satisfaction  

Regional focus:
Europe

   Goltens Oslo appoints new Sales Manager 
Frank Eriksen, the recently appointed Sales  
Manager for Goltens Oslo, began work for the 
company in September. 

Eriksen has a technical and marketing 
educational background, and brings with 
him more than 14 years of experience 
in technical sales and sales management. 
For the last 11 years Eriksen has 
had technical sales and marketing  
responsibilities with the Norwegian  
company HIAB – a subsidiary of Finland-
based Cargotec Corporation.  

Goltens Oslo 
Sales Manager 
Frank Eriksen. 

REGIONAL NOTES

Both Goltens UK and Nyland Maritime AS will be  
representing Goltens at the forthcoming International Marine  
Purchasers Association (IMPA) exhibition being held in  
London on September 17–18. Attending for Nyland Maritime 
will be Managing Director Tom Erik Johnsen and Heidi-Marie 
Helle, with Tom Macdonald and Jim Goodall representing 
Goltens UK Ltd. The Goltens Group dismantling the main engine prior to complete inspection 

and repair. The image here shows the removal of the piston and piston rod.




